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Dear ratepayer,

Moree Plains Shire Council has been investigating the recommendations of an independent
review of the 2017 Flood Plain Risk Management Plan. The key recommendations were to:

e Update the flood model with a more realistic representation of the rural flood levees
e Investigate the feasibility of a town flood levee

¢ Investigate the cost and feasibility of raising Boonery Rd, Hassell St Causeway and the
approach to the Dr Geoffrey Hunter Bridge for improved vehicle mobility during a flood

e Better utilisation of the Voluntary House Raising Scheme

e Updating the flood education plan to better inform town residents about their options
during a flood

The attached survey is related to the feasibility of a town levee and is aimed at determining the
community’s desire for a levee. The results will form part of the levee feasibility report along
with construction costs, costs to mitigate the impacts caused by the levee outside of the
alignment, social impacts and environmental impacts.

Information about the levee can be found at the following places:

e There are “Frequently Asked Questions” attached to this letter which has answers to
common questions about the levee.

e Councils’ website has information such as the levee impacts to flooding maps -

https://www.mpsc.nsw.gov.au/hot-topics/floodplain-risk-management

e The Library has information such as flood maps located in the foyer

e The consultants who are preparing the feasibility report will be in Moree and available
to answer questions at the Library at the following times (no bookings required):

o Tuesday, 1June - 9.30am to 11am / 12pm to 2pm / 4pm to 6pm
o Wednesday, 2 June - 9.30am to 1lam / 12pm to 2pm / 4pm to 6pm
o Thursday, 3 June - 9.30am to 11am / 12pm to 2pm / 4pm to 6pm

The survey closes Friday, 18 June 2021 and can be returned via the enclosed self-stamped
envelope or dropped at a Council Office.
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¥ you have any questions relating to the floodplain risk management process including this
survey please contact Council on 67 573 222 or email councl@mpsc.nsw.gov.au or drop into
she Moree Community Library on the dates and times listed above to talk to the consultants
undertaking the feasibility (Ed & Julian).

Regards,
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Moree Town Levee
Frequently Asked Questions

Q - Has the upgrade of the Inland Rail been taken into consideration when assessing the feasibility o
e Lewes?
Lo T s e DISUTETE @TC MENC YAl TaE D89 ¢ RoUS o ET

Q - What effect could a levee have made in the recent March 2021 flood event in Moree?

& - Waoels mdiczte that te recent March 2021, (1 in 20-year) flood event the construction of a levee could hawe e

e fo owing effects:

* Reduced houses with above floor flooding from 96 to 24

e The bridge would have remained open

e The businesses in the town could have remained open (if staff were available)

* Approximately 70 properties outside the levee could be adversely affected as follows:
0 Increased flood levels up to 100 to 300mm for approximately 35 properties outside the ewe=
0 Increased flood levels up to 300 to 400mm for approximately 21 properties outside the eves
o Increased flood levels up to 400 to 500mm for approximately 3 properties outside the ewes
o Increased flood levels above floor level for approximately 1-2 properties outside the ewes

Q - Would a levee cause downstream damage to infrastructure and cropping fram
the Gwydir River?

A - This is unknown at this stage. Flood levels in the Gwydir River to the north and norsmmes =
300mm in a 1% AEP event.
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< Frequently Asked Questions

Based on Best Practice 2021 Flood Modelling and
.o 9 * ' information obtained during the feasibility process
under taken this year (2021).

Q - Why are we even considering a levee?

A - The NSW Government requires Council, on behalf of the community, to have a policy regarding controlling development on
flood prone land. Following Moree's major flood event of 2012, Council was obliged to reviev. its pians to reconsider the flood
risks facing Moree and surrounds and re-evaluate the options to reduce future risks. As part of this review process, a levee has
been identified as one such measure to be further investigated by Council.

Q - Is the levee definitely going to be constructed?

A - No, Council is gathering additional information to make a decision on whether to apply for funding to construct a levee. Part
of this additional information is understanding the community desire for a levee and undertaking an assessment of the impacts
outside of a levee and as well as gaining a better understanding of the costs.

Q - Will the Moree levee construction affect levee improvement/construction funding for Pallamallawa
and Mungindi?
A - No, this is a separate project an¢ ¢oss not aifect projects in Pallamallawa and Mungindi.

Q - What are the dimensions of the levee and the proposed alignment"
A - The levee ranges in height from 2m to 3m with 2 botiom widih of 15-20m {iop width 2-3m). This information can be found
on the Council website and on display 21 the Mor=e Cemmunity Library.

Q - What will be the constructlon material of the |||evee7
A - The levee would be construcied with clay ennchad engnserad Tllso

Q - How much will the levee cost to build?

A - The levee is estimated to cost 522 to $24million to construct plus there will be another $16-3 18million required to purchase
or raise houses and compensate affecied landowners outside the levee The total cost estimate is $38M to $42Million.

Q - Who will benefit from the levee?

A - 551 properties within Moree township will benefit directly from a levee. This would remove above floor flooding on their
properties. The cost to benefit ratio of a levee ranges from 0.75 to 0.83, that is for every dollar spent on a levee there is $0.65 -

$0.72 of benefits from flood reduction. In a 50-year period S42Mi inwested in the leves will save S$27M in flood damagas.

The impacts the proposed levee will have o floading can be found on the Coundl website and on display 2t the Mores
Community Library.
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Moree Town Levee
Frequently Asked Questions

consribution by Co r’ﬂ a typical financial arrangement is for Council to contribute 1/6 of the costs, with the State Government

! = e ~ LS | (N

ains Shire Couni rl investigate funding streams for the construction costs. Funding for such projects will require a fmanoal
25 27 sm202 s unknown where Council's share will come from.

Q - Are there alternative solutions being investigated if the levee option does not proceed?
& - es 2 mumoer of 2temaztive fleodplain measures have been identified, with the following currently being investigated as part

—

® Socon e amoras o Dr GenTreyg Hunter Bridge and the Hassell Street Causeway to allow access out of town during a flood
svenr s will Slow access 3 e supermaikets and the hospital.

W e sor o oreewEs Toon 2ziEaiizives on e number of drainage outlets in town

® Seooeins o T2 st o Gweedr Strest 1o Res? to restrict dense development in a flood prone area

& Ber=r LTSz £ 27 172 Wolumizry House Raising Scheme

® oo=tng e Tood ecuczton plan to better inform town residents about their options during a flood.

Q - if the levee proceeds and the levee is constructed on my land, will | be compensated?
& - t=s the cost of the levee includes land acquisition and compensation costs. If a levee proceeds, land valuations woulz 2=

— = LD

sm=mzezn oy spediglist rural land valuers.

Q - H the levee is on my land, will | have access to it?
< - %2, the land upon which the levee will be constructed will be owned and maintained by Council. Crassings wouc e aws
== :red into the levee in certain locations where it dissects paddocks.

Q - How will the levee be managed so that it is not accessible to the public and will it pose 2 secarty
msk?
= - 7= lzv2e would be fenced on either side and have gates at the entrances 10 mainienznis T2ds o 27 comas

2 - Will the levee affect insurance premiums?
& {sencil has no control over insurance premiums; howewvsy, i Councll OFsTucs 5 s TEE 52 SRR E =

SN "'Qy reduce. However, you need to contact your Insurance company © OrrT O X 1 s S

ses

= = somown the effect a levee will have on insurance premiums for properiies cutsics

Q - What ongoing maintenance will be required for the levee and will an increase in rates be reguires %
Samd this?

= - 2 =oeme inspections would be required to check for Hare/Rabbit holes, inspect fencing, sapling growin 2nc oines sisss 55
== c=es Toe levee to fail. In addition to this, the levee will also require mowing up to 4 times per year. T
Wi ous zcoowmaztzly 550,000 annually which would come out of Council's maintenance budget.

@ - W the levee affect the volume of water flowing downstream in the Mehi
= 3 flood?
sy wou'c divert some flood flows to the Gwydir River which would result in less
e oo Men Biver in flood events larger than the 10% AEP Flood Event (1 in 10-year
e W Cuvens i the levee would be designed to allow 26,000 ML per day to pass.
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Figure 1: Proposed Moree Levee Location

=
-
<5}
s}
(@)
c
<8}
©
<8}
-
(g0}
[%)
o
©
[}
p—
~
=
©
%)
==
©
=
=
=2
I
o]
2
30}
=

Moree Plains

Proposed Moree Levee Location

SHIRE COUNCIL




